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BOOK REVIEWS
STUDIES ON DRIED BCG VACCINE. Tokyo, The Japan BCG Research
Council. 99 pp.
This report, including an abundance of tables, describes in detail various
experiments designed to throw light on problems encountered in the
Japanese program of producing BCG vaccine for immunization against
tuberculosis. Studies were made of production of dried vaccine, of methods
of preservation, of virulence, and of potency in guinea pigs. Discussion fol-
lows the description of each experiment, so that the whole is essentially a
series of journal papers. The "studies" will be of interest only to the
production man, and he will have read their counterparts elsewhere.
PHILIP B. COWLES
MORRIS' HUMAN ANATOMY. Edited by J. Parsons Schaeffer. 11th ed.
New York, Blakiston, 1953. xiv + 1718 pp. $16.00.
The eleventh edition of this extensive, time-honored textbook of human
anatomy constitutes a complete revision of the previous one in that every
section has been rewritten and brought up to date. Three hundred and sixty
new or radically revised illustrations are included. Although developmental
anatomy is in a major sense considered in a separate section, helpful embry-
ologic explanations and illustrations are included at pertinent places in each
section. Throughout the text, reference is made at appropriate locations
to clinical aspects and relations which increases the use of the book as a
practical reference as well as a text. While each of the fifteen able con-
tributors is primarily responsible for the preparation and scope of the
subject-matter of his assigned section, the editor has done a good job in
co-ordinating and integrating the whole work to make it as uniform and
complete as possible. The Blakiston Company, which has published every
edition of the text since 1897, continues to produce a clearly printed and
attractive book.
E. S. CRELIN
RUDOLF VIRCHOW; DOCTOR, STATESMAN, ANTHROPOLOGIST. By Erwin
H. Ackerknecht. Madison, University of Wisconsin Press, 1953. xv +
304 pp. $5.00.
In 1948, the government of the Russian zone of Germany issued a series
of stamps commemorating great German socialists such as Marx and
Engels. The 16 pf. and 25 pf. stamps of this series have a portrait of Rudolf
Virchow (1821-1903). In 1877 at Munich, Virchow spoke against
Haeckel's proposal that evolutionary biology should be the foundation of
all education. Virchow's criticism of Haeckel's scientific theories was sound,
but his statements about education were very unsound. He appears to have
gone so far as to suggest that Darwinism was akin to socialism, a suggestion
which in 1877 in Germany was the equivalent of saying today in the United
States that biological evolution and communism are alike. As an indirect
result of Virchow's pronouncement, the teaching of biology was excluded
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from the higher classes in the schools. But previously, in 1848, Virchow had
fought on the side of the revolutionaries. What manner of man was this who
seems to have been on both sides of the issue?
Erwin Ackerknecht, Chairman of the Department of the History of Medi-
cine at the University of Wisconsin, states "that during the last twenty years
the facts of his (Virchow's] life and work have become more and more
submerged by a mostly negative 'myth."' Certainly the Russian authorities
in East Germany have contributed to the myth. However, Ackerknecht in
his excellent biography, the first in English and the first of real competence
in any language, has presented the facts which should go far toward eluci-
dating the real character of the man.
Virchow was a small, dynamic person with a prodigious capacity for pro-
ductive work in pathology, politics, and anthropology; J. Schwalbe's
Virchow Bibliographie, which excludes his political writings, contains more
than 2,000 items. In this biography, Ackerknecht has made wide use of
Virchow's writings but points out that Virchow's personal archives were
unavailable, being in East Germany. Therefore, Ackerknecht has concen-
trated more on the man's work than on his personal life. He divides his
book into four sections: "Rudolf Virchow: Life History," "The Doctor,"
"The Statesman," and "The Anthropologist."
As already pointed out, this book is the first full-length biography. It not
only adds much to our knowledge and understanding of the man who pro-
duced the concept of cellular pathology, but also makes a significant con-
tribution to the history of biology in the last half of the nineteenth century.
FREDERICK G. KILGOUR
240
Volume26, December 1953